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an illustration of this change, there was recently published 
a short series of articles in the “ Westminster Gazette” on 
“Ghostland,” done in the old way. These articles fell 
absolutely Hat; no one spoke of them, most likely no one 
read them. This, then, is the position. The science of the 
Unseen is recognised as a real science, and its philosophy 
as a real philosophy. We have got a long way from the 
rudiments, and are hoping to build up on them as a 
foundation some kind of a superstructure from whose 
galleries we may see further towards that horizon which so 
long was dim. 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 


The position of the Editor of such a journal as “ Licut” 
a these days, not a bed of roses. Aiming, as “ Licut” 
bato be in the van of all that is best and most developed 
the investigation of the Unseen, it must be that at 
2s it comes, and comes regretfully, into collision with 
we of very varied and often quite opposite opinions. 
{ùe present transition state of public thought the chances 
isch collision are more than ever numerous. A little 
zation to the conditions at present obtaining will make 
= apparent. 


It is, then, the duty of the Editor to watch jealously 
lest this state of things should be in any way altered, 
and progress be endangered. This has actuated him in 
his remarks upon one or two unfortumate articles in 
* Borderland.” These articles have again caused the enemy 
to blaspheme, and that blaspheming must be stopped. No 
one who knows him could possibly attribute to Mr. Stead 
anything but the love of truth, and thar he has heen 
actuated by an overmastering desire to do what he believes 
to be right no one knows better than the Editor of “ Licut” 
The Editor, however, also has his duty to perform, and it is 
the responsible one of safeguarding the treasury of knowledge 
which has been so patiently and so arduously acquired. 
That he should run counter to some people's feelings is 
therefore, inevitable. 


K i roundly half-a-century since the revival of interest 
await matters took place, and the men and women who 
zw the last decade held the doctrines usually 
iminated Spiritualistic, but too often lost position, and 
san emey, because of the opinions they were courageous 
æa to hold. But they did hold them, and persevered 
thir researches: and not only were they confirmed in 
Èr original beliefs, but they went on into deeper strata of 
srmal thought leaving the food necessary for babes, they 
zan to digest the strong meat which was fit for men, 
Ses collected facts and others reasoned about them, and 
‘cimalism began to be an important factor in the ways 
i dings of men. It was looked at with glances less and 
I askance. 


Under the heading of “Our Policy,” the following 
appears in the current number of “ Lucifer ” :— 


As time goes on and the Theosophical movement comes more 
and more into public prominence, attacks on it multiply = from 
every side. As its teachings are dificult to assail succes 
many of the attacks consist of personal charges levelled against 
the leaders, both dead and slive—as the world counts life and 
death—and some of the younger and weaker members are eager 
that answers should be made to the varied accusations. Now.and 
speaking forthis magazineand forthe policy of itseditors and their 
co-workers, we say that we sre ready to defend our principles, but 
we have not time to be continually ae persons! attacks. 
There is work to do more serious than this petty warfare, and 
we prefer to answer slanders by work rather than by words. 

a Besant. 
- R. S. Mean. 
This would be quite the right way if the circumstances 
allowed, but the circumstances do not allow. We have 
refrained from anything like personal attacks on the late 
Madame Blavatsky, only copying a portion of Mr. Emmette 
“lv qualify its members for a severely managed lunatic Coleman's address which seemed too serious to be passed 
‘rom So far from that being the case, however, ghosts | OVET- But a accusatio ns have been made w which ought to be 
Sta become respectable, and erystal-gazing i is almost a tine | Met That the ey ha ave to be met is the fault of the Theo- 
sophic body itself. If that body had said frankly that 
Madame Blavatsky was a human being, with a human being’s 
The outeome of all this has been that Spiritualism, and | frailties, then no personal attack would have been of the 
eu science generally, are now not only not discredited. slightest importance. It has not done this, but has 
“ir acknowledged as being subjects worthy of the most | almost deitied her, and so has made the personal attacks 
Živa attention on the part of thinking men, The old, inevitable. Had it not done so, the above announcement 
Taney has very largely passed away, and if here and would not only have been justifiable but proper. As it is, 
"ta serio-comie tone is still employed in treating of the itis not only not justifiable, but very regrettable. We 
Wt, it is serio-comic, and not comic, as it once was. As refer here, of course, to “ H.P.B.” only. 


This growing feeling that there was “something in it 
te all” a few years ago attracted the attention of a 
vain number of persons who, not being Spiritualists, that 
staring honest doubts as to Spiritualistic theories, yet 
tel t know more about the matter. The present 
isident of the London Spiritualist Alliance and others 
eire called some of these persons together, aud the 
walt was the formation of the Society for Psychical 
arch, Beginning with but little faith in the results 
ia investigations, which were carried out on quite 
Snnt lines from those of the original Spiritualistic 
*sarchers—indeed, carrying its incredulity, as some feel, 
piest absurd extremes, that society now publishes in its 

“Meedings ” and its “Journal,” accounts of ghosts and of 


"eit <i phenomena which twenty years ago Would have been 
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PRIMITIVE RELIGIONS. cost which produces all these lucubrations. Tt i Pa 

ae puerile, such a dismal idea, that no cost heiii $ A 

‘ spara 


has condensed a paper on® The fe: ao 
in its elimination fre . s 

rimitivo People,” r. ym the beliefs 

Primitive People, hy l r cultured races :— s of, at any rate, th 

od in tho “ Biblia, 


Tho “Literary Digest’ 
Mythology and Religion of 


Charles H. Davis. This paper appear f 
The idea of tho soul which is hold by uncultured racos, ang 
Ri 


Meriden, (Conn.), for October, We do not get much, if |. : 
anything, that is new, but the calm assumption of know- Hah eran of their religion, is not difficult for us to t 
ledge which is characteristic of such essays is apparent here e - Bi ean fancy ourselves in their place, ignored 
a| > n * aye a Tu > * 3 2 c 
as elsewhere. It would be diticult to find any depart- | of life by eta of science, and trying to get at the meaning f ¢ 
ment of research in which hypotheses are treated as facts | which forces i if © RONKOR Beem to tell. The great question f 
with such daring as they are in the various deliverances | knowledge ances ie minds is one that wo, with all oy f 
vanhiankot Mrinikt - : , i swor! wes Spe 
on the subject of primitive religion to which we are treated | times in us, but not due Toe lifo is which is some. f s 
from time to time, There is no exception in this paper. most charitable interpr: i ght, theroforo, to putt. JAY 
The wri i 3 pretation on the apparent absurdities 
no writer says :— follies, and tho errors of ancient religi ii 
Ie is ditticult to comprehend th i imi Thich i piiri g 
ar ae o attitude of i Whic sain Tet F 
humanity in its personifying stage of thought, a Lae iis fee i very kind on the part of Mr. Davis. Andi J 
thought not reasoned or abstract, as one's is NOW but felt d š P i kuowledga we can only half answer the “gre, f P” 
gee as was natural in tho case of those human beings a peat is it not as well to avoid framing hypothe a 4 
“YO i A = . z r m Cok E 
ai ii reasoning faculties, but wore all made of ep wo may find to be all wrong when we get hold uj y 
l 0 the rBic. . J y te i 
sige be e it een perfection, and of the most es other half of the answer, which for “all our presen p” 
rinations. : . z , ES «8 TARN 
wondered taie t 7 spel oaate dati of causes they nowledge ” is as yet in impenetralle darkness? ” 2 
ae ; and their poetry was all divin 
they ascribed to gods the object of their wonder, sane ey wool 
that beings like themselves, but great i 2 THE DIVINING ROD 
them; th Ded DUE er,could alone have caused i = 
om; thus they were like children, taking into their hands i We tak ine: fro 4 
animate dinen atid playing and talking with Me . sin- Pat ake the following from the Bridlington “Fre J jth 
they were living persons. 8 m as though | Press,” of November 4th :— “Teg 
y 9 
What ground is there for any of these assertions | e On Tuesday morning some very interesting and successit A 
beyond shat of epoualatioult apéeilationcalioh lina’ pond pacino: were made at Sewerby Fields, by Mr. John Sten still 
useful in working out a particular scheme itself dependin en eyes Hull, who was invited to Sewerts nam 
on that very speculation for its foundation. “H Fla supply of Wate Th for the purpose of ascertaining whett: | ™™ 
beings without reasoning faculties,” but yet mee : ae buen ne fait el pa the farms. The wantof water‘: who 
or “made of,” as Dr. Davi i lepers : ing the dry summer we have just experience | ©, 
: : . s says, “senses in the highest and it had to be fetched from the Bridli E iri 
physical perfection,” and “havi ignest | Mr.Stears has b eDndbngion Water Was ‘= 
Seen aN ing the most vigorous s rs has been for many years endowed with what is calle! i 
imaginations,” were totally ignorant of causes and s odic force, or animal magnetism, and a hi = 
“wondered at everything.” By what ri so | in finding water in many parts of Yorkshi n successi 
Dari yunng. By what right does Dr. | invitati yp of Yorkshire. By the kiri | @D' 
avis or anyone else say that such, after all, highly ifted oe ation of Colonel Smith, several ladies and gentlemen v $ irom 
a d ý y : > Wer: 
people had no reasoning faculty? And ica tac including Colonel Y.G. Lloyd Greame, Colonel and Mrs, | Fork 
imagination exist without i : ? » can mytage, the Rev. R. and Mrs. Fisher, Mr i E f 
rithout a reasoning faculty ? &e. The weather dun 5 , Mr. Halliday, of Malte. Hess 
But the author goes on to say :— i but it did not at all i oa the morning was very unfavourable. | phi 
7 : interfere with the rations ic} 
Religion rests upon ethics and emotion. In i TEP o'clock the party met, and Mr. Stear operations. At about ter whic’ 
dane the ethical Ge . In its primitive | f , r. Stears selected a hawth i: | comn 
= ie ethi phase is entirely occupied by a sense of duty rom the hedge, of this year’s growth, or tatko horn twi; 4 
Ə demomiac powers—a lavish sense of dut joined at the t a = s r two twig owr 
. y as to a master wh e base, making the for if se 
must be obe i a r who kng orm of a V. Takiw| Ol 
e yed in fear and renting) aad ihe emotion D hold of the ends of the twigs, having the base out 7 yu 
y a sense of wonder at inexplicable facts Stears walked along the stack > wards, Mr. | anth 
mainly of the physical uni ; cts and processes, | ¢ stack yard, and had only proceededs | tema 
y of the physical universe, which spurs the fancy t ew yards when the twig began to rise, indi uy proceeded i 
the superhuman in t 9 taney SO OXpreSS thi g began to rise, indicating water. | ofdo 
erms of the human, and in a sha 1 s way two streams were found which joi 5 
a myth. pe we call | its course through an adjoini o Joined, and toore 
a S ing plantation : 
Rie is all perfectly gratuitous. It may be true, but oe soveral fields route cliffs ae pene i ni bi 
why are the powers “demoniac” : an outlet were found on the beac To difti ications vijito £ 
) pmoniac”? Moreover, if tl i ne beach. No dificulty w i 
Oe a a iese | enced in followi y was experi | Thes 
primitive beings could express the “s r i owing the stream, for the twig k : 
£ xpres superhuman” in terms | in th ’ he twig kept busily movin: | sin 
of the “human” by means of their “fancy,” their aa but . uaa aaj as long as he kept on the track at water, whe 
lectual powers must have a little more developed than i tomor SEA pala if even by an inch, the rod ceased | spiri 
consistent with the asserti eo ge Sees eee ro present were highly pleased wi 
eran assertions made in the preceding iy ve a thanked Colonel Smith ie ae ine pow 
g t witness it. Mr. Stears antici è ation | are 
: , á i pates that water wi 
The history of cult and ceremonial religi i betwcen eighty feet and a hundred fect fr r will be found | Geu 
d t gion traces the | create : ect from the surface. The : 
lopment of an sthioad venas, toni: physlosl ofaving and greatest depth to which the power of Mr. Stear . The f pro 
sacrifico through symbolical rites, up to the notion of dut t extended has been a hundred and twenty-ei cht ae has yet | dog 
ree fellows, as an outcome of duty to one’s God. The ae Asani eosin a cot, ist] 
of all religious emotion, on th ita oe = 
i ¢ other hand, is for all early stages | QUESTIONS pa 
ge j the history of postry, and must chronicle the baie | U T ee p" 
of the human mi ; x ; nder thi i ; 
wonder nt the Renee aha bs ae ger irc eee | eon a a request of soveral subscribers, we | th 
: Às ral. Tho realisation of thi os 1e to time such questi say f 
wonder is expressed in tl is sonso of provided wo dee (Mestlons as may reach us— 
io myth, and a series of i deem thom of n profitable char mt % 
fatar a primiti ; ries of myths may a view to thoir Doi | able character—with 
ive creed. From both the ee Edi r being answered, not necessiri 
PEE Wineensi th these great religious ditor, but preferably | ae cessarily by the 
emony and the myth, constantly tl : | and answer 1 y by our readers. Roth questions 
and escaneo ste ai oyn, conaran y there slips out | answers should be stated clearly : SCG estion H o 
pes the living faith which gives them being, c | the replies the questions should a Pen ai m i 
But then what is this “ ; ed by the number. 
at is this “ human mind” whi arene 
pea vhich attemp 
to “set in order and realise the sense of wonder i a QUESTION, A 
: Y at the + ie ou giv : : . 
you give mo any explanation of the voices onohear, f < 


| not only b i 
| ‘ie se ek outward ear, but in some other way? T hawe 
ee r AARAA voices which seemed to whisper in the em 
voices apparently speaking within 1—L J. S. 


supernatural”! Did the mind grow with the develop 
ment, or was it there all the time? And if it were o 
all the time, whence came this fear of demoniac sat 
Might there not have been a knowledge which the Jovdio: 
: WIERE t : i 
ho eyo is the jury, thy apparel is the evidence: 


ment of the reasoning faculty gradua 
me l gradually destroyed ? 
jt is the idea of the soul whig a But | the body is 
; h ch must be got rid of at any | shell ; a a hace of the soul, apparel is the husk uf th 
i usk will often tell you what tho kernel is, 
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4 A WONDERFUL SOCIETY. 
ae $ “Mercur ” of Ne 7 2 
Pare ‘tho Sunday MOKON Miandad York, for October 29th, 
S, the Pasa curious story. Tt heads it “A Remarkable Belief 
i iel Introduced into America,” which it certainly is, if 
s, et We hope either that the “Mercury” is joking or 
oe pit has been hoaxed :-- 
w f 
ant of only a dim and shadowy light fell on the rich but subdued 
ning f yard furniture and curtains of a parlour in this city on 
testion E aa night last, when about a dozen ladies and gentlemen 
Ml ou, Ee to order” to organise the most novel and extraordinary 
Some, jety that either science or crankism has yet given to New 
"Ut the york A “Mercury” reporter was allowed to be present, on 
33, the 
“plished. It may be said, however, that all the persons present 
And it Pats * 40 . m = ` ? 
‘great J ores spirit materialisution, &c. The organisation effected 
theses fi the “American Branch of the Society ‘for She Evoca- 
old «i jn of the Olympian or Celestial Spirits. l The 
arent society is said to be in Bombay, India; and 
resen padon, England, is credited with a branch, A vener- 
je gentleman, owner of the house where the meeting 
yok place, introduced a lady who returned a few weeks ago from 
wels in India and conferences with the heads of the London 
anch of the society. The lady said she would not detain the 
Fre | pele assemblage with stories of her travels. An explanation 
d the new society would be quite enough for one evening. 
seated “We have, of course,” she said, ‘to use earthly terms, being 
cart gll ourselves earthy, and so we have given our practice the 
werby J 20° of pneumatic magic, or the evocation of angels, whose 
nether | 22esareclassified under the titleof Olympian or Celestial Spirits, 
erha | 2° abide in the firmament, and especially in the supreme 
once, | oestellations. It is the function of the Olympic or Celestial 
“orks, | Spits to acknowledge the Fate and to administer the inferior 
calle! | dates. One Olympic Spirit accomplishes and teaches whatso- 
eseful | weris portended by the star in which he is insphered. Yet he 
king f an donothing of his own power or without a special command 
wer | mu God. God employs some stewards to administer the 
My. | rk. They are to be known as the Seven Stewards of 
top, | Heaven, and their names are Arathron, Phaleg, Bethor, Och, 
able. | Ophiel, Hagith, and Phue. Each of these has a numerous army, 
ttez f Thich forms the grand chivalry of the firmament. Arathron 
twiz | @mmands over forty-nine visible regions and the others less, 
wig | down to Phue, who commands seven, there being in all 196 
king Usmpian regions, over which the Seven Stewards extend their 
Mr, | thority and carry out their policy.” At this point the lady 
eda | ™markedthat she was reading from the secret manuscript volume 
In | doctrine. Each of the Seven Stewards has a day in the week 
ring | ‘which to make official report on thecondition of hisown regions 
was | wd the people thereon. Arathron appears on Saturday at 
sci | tetirst hour, and so also with the others, each on his own day. 
eri- | These intelligences are the stswards of all the elements energi- 
ing | ag the firmament, and with their armies depending from each 
er, | Sherin a regular hierarchy. The names of the minor Olympian 
ed | Mirits are interpreted in divers ways, but those alone are 
ith | powerful to evoke by which they themselves give and which 
on | weadapted to the end for which they have been summoned. 
id | Genenically they are called Asters, and their powers are seldom 


prolonged beyond a hundred and forty years. An important 
bgua,which might be termed the working rule of this doctrine, 
that “ The heavens and their inhabitants come voluntarily to 
tin, and often serve man even against his own will; but how 
| such more so if we implore their ministry ! ” 

The inhabitants of this earth are at this present time under 
the stewardship of Hagith, who will, according to manual of 
detrine, hold that important position until 1900. 


Andsoon! But if this be true, what is the meaning 
of all these mental disturbances ? 


Guosts.—Nothing has been more constantly disbelieved and 
tidiculed than the alleged appearance of phantasms of the living 
orof the recently dead, whether seen by one person alone, or 
by several together. Imagination, 
| aroneous observation have been again and again put forth as 

wticient explanation of these appearances. But, when carefully | 
tmmined, they do not prove to be impostures, but stand out 
rith greater distinctness as veridical and sometimes objective 


LIGHT. ; 
Morse eioi en E TE. 


on the palm of the medium’s hand the number 
in answer to a question put, the exact number of years which 
had elapsed since the said William Blanchard had ceased to 
exist on earth. 
and his friends being utterly unknown to the medium, and the 
letters and numbers disappearing in the sight of those present, 
without the arm of the medium being withdrawn.” 


this and the phenomenon of stigmatisation. 
the belief in the one makes it hard to refuse belief in the 
other. 
extraordinary event about to be narrated, it may also be sug- 
gested that we do not yet know the full extent of the powers 
of auto-suggestion; and that since it is certain that the will of a 
hypnotiser can sometimes, without contact, bring about changes 
in the physical state of the patient, it may also be possible that 
intense exertion of the will on a fixed idea, carried over into 
the self-induced trance, may have similar physical effects. 


continually. 
was accustomed to celebrate by a special ‘carcme,’ he said to 


Brother Leon : Dear little lamb of God,go and open the Gospel, 
thrice on the altar, in honour of the Holy Trinity.’ 
Brother Leon lighted on a chapter relating the Passion. He had 
confidence in this simple presage, which made as it were a 
divine impression on his soul. 
was at hand. 
one long ecstasy. 
soul, raised his body into the air to a greater or less height, in 
disease, imposture, OF | proportion to their force, as if an extreme disgust of the earth 
had caused him to beyin a flight to the celestial home. When he 
was raised only to the height of a man, Brother Leon caressed 


** Fist. de St. Francois d’Assise.” 
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SAINTS AND MEDIUMS. 


By C. A. Parry, B.A. 


III.—Sr. Francis or Assisi,—-Sr. CATHARINE OF Sipynxa.* 


The lifo of Francis of Assisi (b. 1182, d. 1226) is known 
with a completeness that few biographies possess. This is partly 
due to the interest awakened by his oxtraordinary charactor, 
and partly to his own open, communicative nature. He was 
not a recluse saint, avoiding the temptations and ‘evils of the 
world by the simplest method, that of flying from it; he lived, 
it may be said, in tho open air, with and for his disciples. His 
public ministry extends ovor nearly his whole mature life ; from 
the day when he renounced his patrimony to become a 


„adition that names and locality would not, for the present, be wandering evangelist, sneered at and reviled as a maniac, to 


the day when he died, known and revered throughout all 


ye. aud long have been, prominent in the investigation of occult | Christian Europe. In all his life and character there is 


a singular resemblance to that of Christ, his constant model. 

Two years before his death he received the stigmata—con- 
sidered the highest proof of saintship. This alleged phenomenon 
of stigmatisation is one which the materialist and even 
the ordinary orthodox Christian find utterly incredible ; but 
which, again, Spiritualists, in the light of recent occurrences, 
will not reject quite so lightly. Iallude to the rare but un- 
doubted phenomenon of “ writing on the arm,” which occurred 
notably with the late Charles Foster. Take the following 
example. It is from the evidence given by Mr. E. L. Blanchard 
before the committee of the Dialectical Society :— 

“On January 11th, 1862, the deponent, in company with 
Mr. Cornelius Pearson,the artist, and Mr. T. Spencer, the well- 
known analytical chemist, visited a ‘medium’ named Foster at 14, 
Bryanston-street. Names previously written on slips of paper 
and rolled up into pellets were brought by each person, and 
these names were quickly and correctly given by raps, without 
the possibility of the medium acquiring a knowledge of the 
contents of the paper slips beforehand. Onthe arm of the 
medium appeared in red letters ‘ William Blanchard,’ the name 
of the deponent’s father, and immediately afterwards appeared 
27, indicating, 


~l, 


All this was done very rapidly, the deponent 


It may be argued that there is not much analogy between 
Perhaps not ; yet 


Without attempting an explanation, moreover, of the 


The story of the stigmata of Saint Francis is as follows: He 


had retired into a wild and solitary spot, the Mount Alvernia, 
where he had built himself a little hut of boughs, and ‘‘ passed 
his days,” says the Chronicle of the Minorites, ‘‘during Lent 
in continual and holy conversation w.th God, the angels, and 


the blessed saints.” 
Passion of Christ, on all the minutest details of which he dwelt 


His mind was especially occupied with the 


“ At the approach of St. Michael’s Day, which he 


Each time, 


The solemn hour of the sacrifice 
His union with God became closer ; his life was 
These interior workings, which ravished his 


By E. Cuavixn ps MALAN 


phenomena, as is sufliciently proved by the mass of well-attested | prètre. Eighth edition. (Paris: 1875.) 


and well-sifted evidence published by the Society for Psychical 
Research,—ALFRED R. Warace, F.R.S. 


“Vie de Ste. Catharine de Sienne, d’après Biographes Con- 
f tempcoraings. By the same author, Third Edition, (Paris : 1853.) 


S60 . 
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his feet and wet thera with his taars, saying to God from the 
bortam of his heart : ‘My Ghul, be propitivus to a sinner like mo 
by the merits af this holy man and deign to give me a here portion 
af your grace. When he walg nauther mach to him Nor see 
him, be prostrate himself and prayed on the spot where 
he had seen him rise. The saint: was heanl to speak with God, 
scametimes with fear and trembling, sometimes as a friend speaks 
toa friend ; several timus Brother Leon saw a brilliant light, 
gyardal of the presence of Jesus Christ in the humble hut, and 
amidst the sighs of Francis he distinguished only these w onis, 
‘Who art thom Low, and who anm I? One day, after one of 
these rarishments the Saviour appeared, seated on a large Hat 
stome which Francis used as a tablo. There then took pare 7 
long and affectionate ¢ wminiunication between them ; and Francis, 
ms w" ’ in a ARSON, mad : * Rothar Leon, bring perfumes and 
talm to consecrate this stone 1 He poured them on the stone, 
say. bie Jaod -This sawo is the altar of Ged! = 

We mow quie the account of a younger contemporary of 
Frami Se. Rowareutara : ** Fraacis, the truly faithful servant 
and minster af Jesus Chnst, being in prayer oa Alvernis, rais- 
ims himself to Go by the seraphic fervour of his desires, and 
trashy ming himself by the force of his tender and affectionate 
ouepassicn ior Him who, in the excess af His charity, deigned 
to be sactibeed for as saw as it Were a seraph having Six wings 
shining bke Bre, which descended from the heights of heaven. 
This seranh few rapidly near to Francis, and then there 
appeared berween his wings the figure of a man crucified; 
tw) wings ma above his head, two were stretched to fy, and 
two veiled the body. Seeing which, Francis was extremely sur- 


` 
prised : joy mingled with sadness Sled his soul . . . and 
he wahi mot anderstand this vision, when Gx 
mind. and also on that of his friend, that ithsad been presented 
te his eves to make him understand that it was not by the 
waartyricm: of the fesh but by the Kindling of the soul that he 


wes wo be iramsformed to a perfect resemblance with Jesus 


xi impressed on his 


Chris: crucified. The vision, disappearing, left in his soul a 
serapiie andwar, and mariai his body in a manner conformable 


be thar of the crucifix, as if his Sesh had baoome wax to receive 

the imoression of a seal : for immediately the marks of the nails 

2 ae feet, which were pierced in 

the middle: the heads of the nails, round and black, were 

within the hands and above the feet 2 the points, which Were 
- h ` 


us Ana 


s 3 
miha lons, sad whiri appeared on the other side, were bent 
= - - -. A] ee 

` -a > LS Smam oR Nag ? Ta = 3 
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visions of the Enemy, on the contrary, produc 
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anf a c sf à s: 
apparent ci nfidenee and consolation, a sort of joy i 


fin 
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by little, fear, trouble, and sadness. And it thus ‘a ine 
such is the difference between ny ways and those es a 


Be aa 
. ace Of thay Sin, 
My ways appear at tirst diticuk, but become e he den, 


asier gg Eù; 
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on, while the ways of vice seem lovely in the outset Ni wane 
end wound the feet and cast the soul into sorrow,’ ” Da 
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astonishing manner. Hitherto she had dictated heih 

and her instructions : but once, after several days’ iN et 
rose, took a piece of parchment and wrote with cj = ha 
prayer: ` Holy Spirit, enter into my heart ; may your th 
attract it to God ; give me your love and your fear, 0. un 
guand me from all evil thoughts ; warm me, inflame tig 
your sweet love, so that all sufferings may become light. Win 
Holy Father, peaceful dominator of my soul, aid me in to he 
nəcessities, for the love of Christ.’ Immediately aite È 
wrote to Father Raymond: ‘I am dying. and I cann * kS 
have pity on your miserable daughter, who lives in Bo Ga. 
trouble on account of the many faults she has COMMitteg Rey 
has nobody thar can comfort her. The Holy Spiri y i 


Repl, 


nnar 


` 
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me inwanlly by his goodness, while outwanily he muk in) 
means of communicating me to others. The Lomi 4% 
willed yet to take me from this life, and, like a Masten ay 


forms a pupil, he instructs my hand to write the though, © 
* sos . D u 

my soul. Directly you were gone, with the @SSiStance a 
=. o ~ OT 5 


glorious evangelist St. John and of St. Thomas Aquin * 
began to learn to write without perceiving it, as if i, Ra 
You will pardon me if my letter is too long: my hang sax 
tongue go in accord with my heart.” “I 

* In the midst of the most ordinary occupations, she x 


| 

And again: Later God taught Catharine to we, 
ae 

| 

| enter inte ecstasy, her eyes shut: she remained motionless, 


ead 


| } 3 } tehin e 4 l 
| righi. Her mother, who understood nothing of al o 
Sre j 3 . Succi ae 
prodigies, seeing her daughter once with her neck bent ay 


Í 
| stiff, tried to straighten it, but immediately the sainy, Sine: 
| panion warned her not to touch her. Catharine, returned y 
iherself. felt keen pain, and afterwards assured Fpp. 
| Raymond that if her mother had made an effort a litle thok 
violent, it would have killed her. One day when she had ine 
near the kitchen hearth to turn the spit, she entered into q 
; ecstasy and became motionless. Her sister Lysa, seeing it, ey. 
| tinued to turn the spit ; she served the meal, Catherine mea. 
. while remaining motionless, her head thrown Viclenily ha. 
Lysa left her, to return to her husband and children. Whey yo 
| had gone to bed. she returned to watch by her sister til ihe 
| endof the trance. What was her horror to perceive Catharine 
| had fallen backward and was lying in the re, in one of this: 
| enormous dyer's braziers! She rushed to raise her, and fomi 
| that she had suffered no injury and that her clothes wer 
j 


intact, though she had lain for two hours on burninz cals 


death they were seen by multirodes. | This miracle was repeated more than once. Catharine va: 


Sain: Catharine of Sienna (db. 1347, d 1385) began her career 
> 


of saincship and mediumship at a very early age. Similar | 
Stomes af levinationms and ecstatic visiona are told of her. A 
Spiiraabst will pot reject as incredible or ummeaning such pas- 
Sages as the following :— 


er little cell received ifsstricus risiters. Jesus Christ 


© tf 2 +- = “pet > pte eg ` a 
Was facased ty TI Catharine oftener and more familiarly. At. 
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frst his icts were only spemtcally reroznised, then they became 


sens. tle and real; she beard the voice of the Erernal Word bern | 
2B = >. > = > 5 R 7 

J- De assured, she ussi to say to Father Rarmond | 

‘Rayscnd of Capsa, afverwards her bicgrapber), * that it is no | 


war bo Las shown me the way to Heaven ; it is Jasas Christ | 
alor, by His cear apparitions : He bas spoken with me face to 
spoe as I now speak Wib you.” And when this good monk 
moe expressed dunbts as te ber revelations and visions, she told 


nim ail the imstrocticns she had received to enable her to dis- | 


. 


wnguish tee trae from the false in these matters, for she, too. | 
ted feared the les of the enemy. 
+ Now, Jasas Chrim had said to her. ‘The traveller ought 
always to fear.for it is written, Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 
Ip would be easy for me io Ulamine thy soul by a sudden in- 
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piraton, (262 N mishi discern that which is from that whici 
A 
- a fw os pa. See T- = f > > 5 
for thee And forthe mhers. Some say (and it is true) that mr 
visions bomn with fear, and afterwards give to the ecul an 
increasing Cemidence amd security: they begiu with a certain 
temerness, Whieh wesomes lost in az ingnite sweetness, The 
* Churin de Malan, 


| praying in the church of St. Dominic ; a candle which was bim- 
| ing before the image of a saint fell on her veil and barat its 
away without our saint suffering the least injury.” 

Compare with this the “ dre-test ” of modern mediums. i- 
‘the instance narrated by Mrs. Honrwood in the Report of sb 
| Dialectical Society's committee: ** Going to the ireplace. sai 
| moving the coals about with his hand, he (Home) seleciela 
small dst, red-hot coal, and placed it in the lamp chimney. & 
advancing to us playfully said, * H.. hereis a present form? 
and threw out the coal on her muslin dress. Catching it UP 


dismay she tossed it to Lord Lindsay, who. unable tọ ree - 


' 
. 


in his hand, threw it from palm to palm till he reached * 
| grate. While we were all looking at the muslin ames $ 


a 
Wondering thst it was neither soiled nor singed. Mr- Boz 


approsched and in a hurt tone said, ‘No, no. you will ni 
find a mark ; did you think we would hurt your dress} ” 
Tas Dean anp THe UxNsES.—I know thar we int 
transparent film which covers the pupil of my eye is $è ot 
wall between her world and mine, but that hairbresdt= xe 
effectual as the space between us ard the sun. I cannot 
her, I cannot feel when I come home that she comes t0 15° 4 


e 
ta welcome me as she always did. I can only hope that 


go through the last door that opens for all of us, I imay a" " 
. ~ : - n : 3 gs $ 
coming step upon the other side. That her desti ** 5. 


autiful and calm and full of faith as it was, gives me 
consolation, for it was only that rare texture of 2° 
continuing to the very end, and makes me feel all 3° 7 


what I bad and what I have nor.—James Ressu DOYE- | 
his Wifes Deati 
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when the head only was visible.” There were materialisations 
of men, women, and children, sometimes two individuals at 
once outside the curtains, while voices were heard behind them. 
Four confederates would have heen required to fill the different 
rôles, and it would have been impossible for four men to be 
in the cabinet with the medium. She is very stout and very 
tall (another writer says she is five feet ten), and besides she 
wore evening dress of an elaborate kind which could not 
possibly have been changed and reassumed in the intervals of 
the apparitions, of which two represented little women lightly 
dressed in white texture, and one a gentleman in evening cos- 
tume. He saw her immediately after the seance, and she 
showed no sign of having moved—not a hair of her head in 
disorder. 

One curious circumstance related in this article, and one 
which might cause the enemy to blaspheme, is that General 
Boulanger manifested in avery complete manner. He was 
tall, had piercing black eyes, a dignified air, was dressed in 
military costume, and when asked in French if he had anything 
to say to M. Clemens, merely replied, ‘‘ Oui,” and disappeared 
at once. This occurred in the cabinet, where M. Clemens had 
been called. That gentleman subsequently consulted a well- 
informed acquaintance in New York, one who had been there 
for forty years. ‘* What do you think of it?” ‘* Don’t ask me.” 
‘Come along. You know all about it.” ‘*‘ What happens at So- 
and-so’s?” ‘‘A farce.” ‘* What about the different voices—the 
man’s bass, the woman’s treble, the child’s altissimo?” ‘‘ All 
ventriloquism ! Don’t you know that there are mediums here 
who for years have gone through courses of elocution, declama- 
tion, and all the rest of it?’ ‘ And the two figures outside 
simultaneously?” ‘* Confederates.” ‘‘ Excuse me, I have 
thought of all possible ways of tricking. I observed that there 
was nothing done from the outside. I could see between the 
figure and the curtain and there was nothing there. Besides, 
the shape disappeared entirely through the floor without 
losing the vertical motion.’ ‘‘Do you see well at night?” 
“Yes, I have good sight. Besides, as a painter, it 
is my business to observe. It has been the edu- 
cation of my life. And what became of the military costume 
of the two men?” ‘Conjuring!”  ‘* Well, but General 
Parsons has assured me that he recognised his friend Beecher 
perfectly, and authorises me to say so.” ‘‘He saw a mask 
of Beecher on the face of another man.” ‘When the form of 
Professor Riddle materialised I took his hand, and I felt the 
fingers of a man’s hand in my own, and they certainly were not 
the medium’s.”’ ‘‘Another confederate.” ‘‘Well,there must have 
been at least one man,two women,and a child with the medium, 
without countingthe costumes required for changing,false beards, 
&c., &.” ‘As much as you like,but these people are generally 
frauds, and ought to be in prison.” In substance, the above is 
the dialogue held between M. Clemensand a Spiritualist in New 
York of forty years’ standing. The curious point is that when 
the writer subsequently had some séances with Mrs. Mors, in 
Ohio, among the manifestations he saw there was the same 
military figure, the same black and penetrating eyes, the same 
look, the same moustache, the same information that it was 
Boulanger, and the same difficulty in speech. This time the 
apparition made an effort which resulted in a sigh, and it then 
disappeared with the celerity of instantaneous annihilation. In 
New York M. Clemens had been told that he would meet this 
spirit again during his travels. The most extraordinary thing 
which he saw in Ohio was a face which closely resembled that 
of one of his dead relatives, but which, on being narrowly 
scanned ,changed before his eyes until the features presented the 
physiognomy of another person. The presence of two persons 
had been announced to him by the ‘ controls,” and he had 
spoken to no living creature in America about them. He asks: 
“ How could they have manufactured these masks, or imitated 
them so well?” At the house of a gentleman where Mrs. Mors 
was the medium he saw a small, slender figure which the host 
recognised as that of his wife, who often materialised, and with 
such strength that she could take the arm of her husband 
and walk about the room. On this occasion the lady called M. 
Clemens to her side and spoke with him at some length. Offer- 
ing her hand she said: ‘* You see I am stronger because I come 
here often; and then, having lived inthe house where my 
husband still is, I have the necessary magnetic conditions to 
facilitate my materialisation. In similar conditions you also, 
sir, could see your dear friends just as you see me at this 
moment.” Mrs. Mors, like Mrs. Williams, is tall, and the 


form could not therefore, be that of tho medium; and besides, 


this séance was in a private house where confederates would 
not be admitted. 


M. Clemens, a contributor to ‘* La Revue Spirite,” has been 
+) America, and sends to his periodical an interesting account 
of his tour among the mediums. While crossing to New York 
ta had some conversation with the doctor on board, who for 
gue time had been attending séances, when the steamer was in 


pet. This gentleman said to him: ** What silly things these 
people” (the mediums) ‘‘ tell you! Here am I, an old man, 
eth no one to care for, loving my profession, the sea, the 
wvelling, and wishing for nothing better than to remain on 
ais ship, where I have been for many years. Well, lately, a 
youn in New York who knew nothing about me, said: ‘You 
trel a great deal on the sea, almost all your time, but you are 
aat to give it up and settle in a town in this country.’ ” The 
xor then broke out into a hearty laugh. Three months after- 
wins M. Clemens got back to New York, and happened to find 
te same steamer in port, ready to start. Delighted to have 
we chance of making another voyage with the doctor, he 
quired for him when he got aboard. ‘‘ He is gone,” said the 
hi, “How gone?” t“ He has left the company. He gota 
pax lately in So much for the ‘‘ silly things” which his 
zeiium told him ! M.Clemens met another medical man in New 
Terk who had carried his investigations a little further. This was 
Tr. Gibier, the director of the Pasteur Institute in the American 
netropolis. He said: “I am forced to admit the fact of 
siterialisation. I did not wish that anything should be 
doubtful. I had a cage made with all the necessary guarantees. 
Iplaced it there ” (pointing toa corner of his own room) “and 
ud the medium shut in it. I have obtained on several 
eessions materialised forms in this room. The fact, then, 
ests without the possibility of doubt. But what was the 
apparition which I saw? I know nothing about it, and I am not 
prepared to affirm that it was a soul—a spirit. Might it not be 
mher an emanation from the medium—the astral body?” 

AL Clemens next called on Mr. Henry Newton, the president 
of the Spiritualist Society. Mr. Newton had two cages con- 
szucted, one of wooden bars fastened with screws, and the 
other, for greater security, was made of iron and closed with 
padlocks. Two persons kept the keys of these two padlocks, 
esch being different from the other. About a hundred séances 
tal been held with the apparatus, sometimes in presence of 
about thirty people, sometimes with Mr. and Mrs. Newton and 
sdetective, or a police officer,who inspected everything. Spirits 
time out of the cage, and objects were thrown over it. These 
things M. Clemens states that he himself saw, and the medium 
ius, it is said, been several times precipitated, so to speak, 
outside of the apparatus. Tho first time this latter event 
cecurred she was much startled, nearly lost her wits, and they 
bad great difficulty in restoring her to her normal condition. 
Several people have verified this to M. Clemens, and he says 
thi it is thoroughly well authenticated. Mr. C. Wright, a 
well-known orator, has prepared a detailed report of these 
experiments, and has confirmed them himself. Describing Mrs. 
Minnie E. Williams, another medium whom he visited, the 
writer says that she is tall and strong, tuent in speech, of frank 
aad open countenance, and energetic in movement. He refrains 
from describing many interesting circumstances of a curious 
character which occurred at his séance with this lady, because his 
- purpose was to more specially attend to what might appear to him 
dificult of reproduction either by the medium or confederates, 
These other things could easily have been fairly well imitated, 
and they are therefore excluded. The lady’s ‘‘cabinet” consists of 
a simple curtain attached to the walls, and M. Clemens could 
find not the least trace of any attempt to deceive. Ho was well 
placed for purposes of observation, and saw the shapes arrive— 
sme with strength and vigour, others appearing shy and fearful. 
Several came completely out from the curtains, touched the 
hands of those present, and disappeared through the fluor. In 
this way one, claiming to be Henry Ward Beecher, after allow- 
ing an old friend of his, General Parsons, who was present, to 
examine his features closely, and after having asked that there 
might be stronger light, slowly descended at a distance of two 
eps from M. Clemens, saying: ‘‘ As I have returned also, 
everyone may return, for there is no death.” The‘writer adds : 
"I perfectly heard these beautiful and consoling words, which 
did not prevent ine from observing that his mouth appeared to 
utter them. The sounds came from his head and appeared to 
descend with it towards the floor, and the last word was said 
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SPIRIT-PHOTOGRAPHY. 


A letter in to-day’s issue of “Ligur” brings to one’s 
mind once again Mr. Glendinning’s interesting address on 
Spirit-Photography. The letter contains a reference to Sir 
R. S, Ball's remarks on the length of the solar spectrum, 
and, indeed, of spectra generally. That this “length” 
has already been spoken of in “ Licnt” will, perhaps, be 
recollected by our readers, but it may be well to bring it 
ence more before them. 

From the days of Newton up to a comparatively recent 
period, the “ rainbow colours ” were accepted as those by 
the combination of which “ white,” or ordinary, light was 
preduced. But the discovery, or invention, of the spectro- 
scope led to much farther-reaching consequences. 
white light is still recognised as being made up of these 
seven, or even three, primary colours, the existence of rays 
beyond beth the violet and red ends of the spectrum has 
been established. These rays are not ordinarily perceptible 
to human sight, though other living things, ants, for 
example, seem to be sensitive to their influence. Yet even 
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While | serious, and that is its materialistic character. 


begins. 


we aro cognisant, A human being may, indeed, in t 
dinary dying not die all along that spectrum, but only alon, 
part of it. To use the Theosophic term, the “astral body’ 
may reasonably enough affect that portion of the Spectry, 
which does not influenco ordinary eyes. Tf that he sy 
| clairvoyance is the power of assimilating the Vibrating, 
which occur beyond the red or the violet ends of thi, 
And as the eyes are not generally tune 
to dake up these vibrations, some other way of asalini 
lating them and making the brain-centres conscious of they 
may sometimes be used, and this appears to be the case, 

Moreover, there is a principle known as that of “fun, 
escence.”— By “ fluorescence” is meant the " degradation» 
of the waves which fall upon an opaque body from 4 
certain velocity of vibration to a lower velocity. And sayy 
substances possess this property in a greater degree thay 
others, As an illustration: Tf a piece of uranium glas jy 
moved along the spectrum, there is scarcely a trace oi 
colour until it is moved up to the blue. “ Here it begins y 
glow with its characteristic yellowish light, and the elise 
persists as it is moved through all the higher colours, and 
even to a considerable distance beyond the limits of th 
violet.”* 

Now, suppose some entity invisible to us, because oj 
our limited vision, is able to start vibrations, in some way, 
beyond the violet end of the spectruin ; these vibrations, 
striking the sensitised plate, might become less rapid, or 
“he degraded” and “fluoresce,” and so come into th 
actinic range and be photographed. This does not involve 
the question as to whether the photographs are those of 
spirits, or are produced by the agency of spirits ; all we 
have to think of is the degradation of the wave lengths 
which may very possibly be produced. Of course some may 
say,“ you have not produced these spirit-photographs ”; but 
after Mr. Glendinning’s address and the numerous cases vi 
abnormal photography which are very well known, it is 
absurd to dispute the facts. 

There is another objection to this kind of interpretation, 
which, the facts being granted, may to some appear a little 
But those 
who object will have to show where matter ends and spirit 


suine spectrum, 
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In accordance with notices already given, subscribers for the 


Memorial Edition of ‘‘Spirit Teachings” whose orders reach 


for men, sometimes the ultra rays beyond the violet end of | us on or before Thursday next, the last day of November, will 


the spectrum become visible. 
What, however, we wish to insist on is the possibility 


of the spectrum having a still greater length than we, at | ®t 4s. 6d. per copy. 


present, have any idea of. Not to go into matters which 
ure too technical—though in this question of Spirit- 
Photography technicalities will have to Le remembered 
much more than they have been—the Jength of the spectrum 
depends on the refrangibility of the waves of light as they 
pass through a prism or lens, 
of colour, the violet waves are the most turned out of their 
course, the red the least ; and as we have dark rays beyond 
the red, at the red end, so we have dark rays beyond the 


be supplied at the charge of 2s, Gd. per copy, exclusive of the 
cost of carriage. Orders received after that day will be charged 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


On Monday evening last, at 2, Duke-street, Adelphi, Mr. 


J. M. Fleming gave a very interesting address on the “ Condi- 
tion of Spiritualism upon the Continent.” We shall give s 
Of those giving the effect | report of his remarks in our next issue. 


On Monday evening, December 4th, Mr. J. F. Collingwood 


will give an address at the same place on ‘ Tho Significance of 3 
Rap.” 


violet, at the violet end. What we see of the so-called Ay exquisite moral sentiment is alone capable of bestowing 
material world is by means of these waves—a ray is only a | true refinement of manners; frequenting good society will 
wave-path—which produce the effect of colour on our hardly ever give its tone to those who were not born in it.— 


A 2 ; Viner. 
ordina 64, , nerves were ; 
ry oprie =— Ie the optic nerves ies tuned 60 Tux ‘ Sunconxscrous” SeLr.—It is often said that we must 
as to vibrate in unison with the waves Leyond either end of | exhaust known causes before we call in unknown causes to 
the spectrum, everything that we now see would appear to | explain phenomena, This may be admitted, but I cannot seo 


iff T 3 ordis adica how it applies to the present question, The ‘‘second” or 
be different. The external world eee world produced by “subconscious self” with its wide stores of knowledge how 
a narrowly-bounded — sense-perception. 


Hence material | gained no one knows, its distinct character, its low morality, its 
bodies of men are such as we know them because they are | constant lies, is as purely a theoretical cause as is the spirit a 
: ; s ; , | deceased person or any other spirit. It can in no sense 
A 2 otru "hic Y x 3 S À nater T 
estimated in terms of the spectrum to which our eyes are | tormed “a known cause.” To call this hypothesis “ scientific, 
attuned. It may well be, therefore, that death is from one | and that of spirit agency “unscientific” is to beg the question 
point of view only a cessation of the causes producing | at issue.—Atrren R, Wattace, F.R.S. 
. . ——— aan 
effects within that small portion of the spectrum of which * Preston: “Theory of Light,” p. 394 
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“HUSBANDS AND WIVES IN HEAVEN. 


i — a e 
curious article appears in tho “Christian World” of 
be 2nd, under the above heading. Some knowledge 
woult meaning of the Unseen might have aided the 
“ge fo a moro logical conclusion, Speaking of Mr. d. 
“yowell’s second marriage, the article says :— 
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aar some yours of lonelinoss, Mr. Lowell ro-ostablished his 
eo DYA second marriage, which proved apparently not loss 
aay an tho first. 'Thore aro fow who would blamo him for 
“ya stops At tho samo time, this later rolationship must 
remado it less easy for him, as to thousands in a similar 
‘gion, to think about "the footsteps on the other sido.” Tho 
“gm of ideas involved is, in fact, ono which neither our 
r. nor our sentiment knows quito what to make of. M. 
shy in one of his plays, makes his hero, an Agnostic, press 
yy bly he solicits in marriage with tho plea that, as this 
aM bo the only life in which ho could know hor, his 
«for her would be correspondingly the more intenso 
yi absorbing. Tho argument is ingenious and has, 
aides, the merit of mightily simplifying the question 
pire us. But it will, novertheless, not satisfy the majority of 
peeminded people. It is folt to grato harshly against our 
ghost instincts. Far more accordant with them is the doctrine 
¿Swedenborg that tho truest marriage is one mado in heaven, 
wisa union not bodily only, but spiritual, which will reach 
a highest realisation in the next life. The early Church was 
gioubtedly strongly imbued with that idea. It was this senti- 

t, combined with the strong set of the time towards asceti- 
jaa, which led such a writer as Tortullian to denounce second 
satriages as partaking of the nature of adultery. 

But why is M. Sardou wrong? “Grating harshly 
gunst our highest instincts” sounds very well, but it is 
ptargument. A marriage may be a very happy ono, and 
wt there may be no union of souls after all ; and a second 
riage may occasionally provide that union, Such souls 
wild goon together, and perhaps become one in another 
a of existence more absolutely than we now have 
xy idea of. But how many couples love each other 
vith their souls ? It is a commonplace form of 
alearment to say they do, but do the people who use the 
apresion realise what is meant by it? For surely it 
sguities a love which is, in its intensity and purity, beyond 
uything belonging to earth ; it may indeed include the 
arhly form, as a material presentment of it, yot such 
We can exist without marriage, and it is this love, and 
itis alone, that one can understand as existent in any state 
soul development. The common phrase runs “ with 
bart and soul.” The words intonsify each othor, but are 
Wt synonymous, The heart—the lower nature—may be 
quite satisied while the soul starves. To have understood 
‘hs would have stopped the scribe of the ‘ Christian 
World” from writing the following :— 

Bigamy in this world brings a man into the law courts. 

t the twice-married man wants to know is whether, if thero 

such a recognition in the other world as theologians speak of, 
will not find himself there in the embarrassing position of 
the bigamist ? 
One stands aghast at the notion of such a heaven, a 
taven where the Queon’s writ may possibly runjand where 
te unspeakable ‘Turk would obviously have the best of 
È The puzzling question put to Christ by the Sadducees, 
al Christ's answer, help the writer to the conclusion that 
le knows nothing at all about it, though this is put in a 
dking form :— 


_ What analogy onables us to oxpect is that, as in the evolu- 
Yon from lower to higher forms of lifo what is best in the in- 
tior reappears in an improved form in the superior, so will it 
With roferonce to the sexual rolationship in that greatest 
in human evolution, known on this sido as death and on 
other as a now birth, The ascending movement will bring 
neither to compromise nor to confusion, but to a higher 
Yhthesis, including what was best in the earthly form with 
 Muething Dottor than it know. 


© A“higher synthesis” looks brave, but will a “ higher 
"uthesis” do anything for unhappy married couples; und 
would it help us in such a case as that of Nolomon 1 


LIGHT, 


little squeamish. 
the chill shadow of tho SPL. 
tho now sphere of his ondeavours, you can only hope that he 
may ‘tdo as little harm as possible to himself and to other 
poople,” 
the following terms: ‘t Muthusiasin, good thing as it is under 
many circumstances, is out of placo in dealing with the occult.” 


for the shallow and 
p. 639 of samo issue, entitled t Professor Baldwin.” With your 
kind permission I shall refer to that matter later on, 
time I will vonturo the prediction that if sucha desire as yours 
is over given effect to, and the investigation of matters spiritual 
is prosecuted without enthusiasm, then the result will, in all 
probability, bo Spiritualism without the spirits at somo date 
near or remote, 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


' The Editor is not responsibla for opinicna expressed by correspondents, 


and sometimes publishes what he does not agree with for the purpose 
of presenting views that may elicit discussion. | 

Tho Baldwin Article in " Borderland.” 
Sir, —Your remarks touching this subject seem to mo a 
It looks as if they had boen written under 
Referring to Mr. Stead and 


and then declare your avorsion for his enthusiasm in 


Holding such an opinion, T do not wonder that you found space 


ineffectual criticism which 


appears on 


Mean- 


Then, too, will the Harts, the Podmores and 
the Laboucheres unite in singing their Jubilate to the confusion 


and discomfiture of all cracked-brained enthusiasts who ever 


took the word of a medium and believed in ghosts, 
Or, short of this consummation, with enthusiasm eliminated or 
strictly confined within academic and conventional bounds, we 
shall have evidence faultlessly scientific, fit pabulum for logic 
mills, but evidence at the samo time wondrously scanty, desic- 
cated and fushiontess,—poor enough stuff for ‘Shuman nature's 
daily food.” 

Research according to the Severe Method has had an in- 
nings and run up a scora. It is not much to boast of; still it 
figures, and we ought to be duly thankful. But the Severe 
Method has its drawbacks, and it has an unfortunate way of 
cramping cnergy and lowering spiritual tone. That is why we 
are obliged to see the editor of a Spiritualist journal depreeat- 
ing the very eloment that has rendered possible the rich harvest 
of testimony tho world possesses to the reality of the spirit life 
and spirit communion, as modern Spiritualists understand 
these things. It sccins to me time to say that we Spiritualists 
have been led away from the richest and most promising tracks 
by too close attention to tho tactics and requirements of those 
hypereritical people whose disposition and principle of action 
it is to give in to Spirit only asa last resort, to yield to the 
conclusions of Spiritualism as to a counsel of despair. 

Profossing regard for precision and accuracy, the spirit of 
this method is compounded of little elso besides those ancient 
elements of Iucredulity and Scepticism with which the 
champions of tho Spiritual hypothesis have had to contend from 
tho first. Psychical insulation is tho logical effect of it. An 
Eglinton, for instance, could be of service to any unsophisticated 
inquirer desiring evidenco of spirit life and spirit return ; yet 
m presence of these chilled and insulated creatures called 
Psychical Researchers tho oracle is dumb! Of course it is dumb; 
for the disposition reared upon the method referred to is as 
devoid of atmosphere as the moon, Spirit can no more live or 
move in tho one case than can matter in the other. That 
is why we should cordially weleome a hardy (or foolhardy) 
adventurer liko Mr. Stead, with all his breezy ignorance. Let 
him have tho open sea and may the heavens prosper him! Tf 
he havo neglected to ship the accredited chart and the 
“Principles of Proper Steering ” issued (under copyright) by 
tho Occult Navigation Company, Limited, ho has still the stars of 
cloar night for guide. Mr. Stead is on the right track. Ho 
may wander to right or left and stumble into thickots as he 
goes, but if his courage fail not he will mako headway into the 
Unknown, in spite of baleful prophecy aud tho dubious head- 
shakings of all tho knowing ones. 

Coming now to your criticism of the Baldwin article in 
“Borderland,” one finds vory little excuse for the terms in 
which reference is mado to the gentloman who interviewed Mr. 
Baldwin and provided Mr. Stead with so remarkable and impor- 
tant a statumont. “Surely there nover was a moro fatuous critic 
than this.” And why ¢ Simply becauso,having been long enough 
vissa-vis with tho individual interviewed, before tho séanco pro- 
per commencod, to feel convinced that there was neither motive 
for docoption nor intention to deceive, ho yet did not persevoro 
throughout in tho spirit of a Ray Lankestor, or did not think 
speak and act as if Baldwin were n blackguard in tho dock, and 


BOG i oye 
he, the interviewer, held a brief for all the are atas s 
self-righteous Philistines, with Labouchore for the " ci oi 
king. 1 will not encroach on your apace tu eens your 
oriticism in detail, l will only recommend ty anyone w S may 
have beon influenced by your reurks to real tho RNI iele in 
question over again, so see how basty, partial, and Snical has 
been its consideration in your columns, and how mongre tho 
grounds on that particular eccaston for the charge of fatuity on 
the one hand, and of chicanery on the other, preferred against | 
the two persons involved, n l 
My object is not to defend tho wert cd tactaal Professor, it js to 
protest against a chilling method of eritieisin and research, 
You only play into tho hands of the Piulistines by Wg it CAKO 
liko this so readily away. Ut is as good as confessing tbat oven 
a Spiritualist oditoy cannot dist inguish hetween eecurrences of 
a spiritual character aud the tricks of a conjurer, so similiar are 
they. But that is absurd, sinceo po Genuine phenomena have 
ever yet been, ner ever can be, so closely simulated as to mis- 
lead any ordinary intelligence, even though the heads of all the 
Maskelynes iu the work! turned grey in the attempt, In reject- 
ing evidence such as this, because it is not quite: in court-of-law 
form, you demonstrate all tho more clearly the need there 
exists for a Stead, who is as obdurate to the warnings of quid- 
nunes as he is impervious to the attacks of literary and journal- 
istic sparrow-hawks, to take up this question of the evidences 
for lLunmortality and the return of spirits. 
Permit a few remarks now on the worthy t Professor.” Your 
criticism takes so little stock of the thing called inotive, by 
which showmen are actuated like other mortals, that the person- 
age in question is much more of a fool than a rogue according 
to your showing. For, professing contempt for Spiritualists in 
general and scepticism as regards their conclusions, he never- 
theless produces phenomena in face of which he himself prac- 
tically declares that they demonstrate, not the mighty cleverness 
of Mr. Baldwin, but the actual interposition of spirits. What 
a reductio ad absurden for a showman bent on self-glorification 
anid anxious for an advertisement. That Baldwin is a medium, 
notwithstanding his profession, and that his wife is a clair- 
voyrute of extraordinary lucidity, is a conviction entertained by 
mere than Mr. Stead's correspondent. Some months ago Mr. 
and Mrs. B. were in this city (Glasgow), and several persons 
here, who had the opportunity for a close view provided by 
friendly and familiar intercourse with both, are convinced of 
this. Baliwin, however, is no fool, whatever clse he may be, 
and the latest clever thing he did was done, not at Mr. Stead’s 
expense, as you suppose, but at Mr. Labouchere’s. Medium or 
no, he esteems neither Spiritualist nor savant sutticiently to 
place his services at their disposal. He prefers the showman 
business for the obvieus and avowed reason that it pays 
immensely better. To have assumed the rôle of medium on the 
occasion related in *t Borderland " could in no conceivable way 
prosper Mr. Baldwin. So much the more a medium, so much 
the less a showman, is perhaps not a logical, but it might readily 
enough become a popular, inference, and that would not quite 
suit him, All he did, therefore, was to condescend, in a spirit of 
genuine friendliness towards his interviewer, to put what 
mediutmistic gift he possessed to the test for that person’s sole 
benefit, not to further the cause of investigation in general, 
nor to give a gratuitous exhibition of his power to turn an 
varnest-minded truth-secker into a vulgar trickster'’s dupe. 
By-and-bye, however, there comes along another inter- 
viewer of quite a different type, and this envoy from the high 
priest of '' Truth” gets no more thau he bargains for. In effect 
this is what bappens : 
tMr. Baldwin, it secs you are a medium.” 


“Medium? Not at all, my dear fellow, I'ma showman, at 
your service,” 


“But how about ‘ Baldwin and ‘* Borderland"? 7” 


t 2, ' a f ? ‘ k P 7 
*Pshaw ! Balderdash ! The trick's easy enough when you | ones lead to self-murder, after the manner of post-hypnotic 


know how it’s done and how ty do it.” 

And thus the worthy ‘ Professor” throws a handful of dust 
in Mr. Labouchere’s eyes, and geta a big advertisement in 
return, Only it appears that some of the dust has got into other 
eyes besides Mr. Labouchero's. More’s the pity. 

J. McG, Menno. 


(We print the above with profound regret. That after the 
distinct announcement imade by Baldwin that he is a 
conjurer, and nothing but a conjurer, any person should 
persist in believing him to be a medium, almost passes 
belief. Worse still are the reasons assigned for the con- 


duct of Baldwin, that, being a medium, he finds it pays ! 


LIGHT. 


(November 25, 1899, 


better to pretend that he is not one, thus getting credit 
money for “tricks” which aro really phenomena, Thy’ 
easy to understand the attitude of mind of one ve I 
seriously put forward such a plea on Baldwin's behali. 
and then speak of his “condescension” in so cleve, 
deluding his interviewer. ‘he methods of the Society p? 
Paychieal Research, chilling as they may be, are Vastly tn. 
ferable to those of investigators like Mr. Mumro,who hay i 
difficulty in employing for the purpose of proving th 
truth of spirit-return a man who advertises his wareg iN 


the strength of exposing the very proofs that he is su 


gr 


to give, As Baldwin says, his ways may not be thoss of yy, 


Maskelyne ; but they are none the less conjuring, for he hy 
said so. How can we possibly expect the Philistine to belig, 
that mediuins are not conjurers when wo find a profess 
Spiritualist deliberately asserting that a conjurer isa mediun, 
Moreover, in the faw 
this letter, how can we expect even common respect ie 
Spiritunlists, if it be taken as cvidence of their gener 
The letter is given in its entirely, thy 


even when he himself denies it? 


intelligence 4 
there imay be no possibility of a charge of unfairness, anj 
at the same time as a justification of the attitude taken yy, 
by this journal. Readers of “Laor” must be well awan 
that the ‘‘spiritual” is ever present in its columns, and i 
was to defend this ‘‘ spiritualism” against the insidiy, 
attacks of the enemy that the article on Baldwin wa 
written. And clearly it was wanted.—Ep. “ Licur.”] 


The Spectrum and Spirit Photography. 


Sm,—In the report of the lecture given at the Lonis, 
Institution recently by Sir R. Ball on ‘ Recent Sole 
Discoveries,” occur these words :—‘‘ Beyond the rays we ar 
familiar with in the rainbow, there are a whole series ¢ 
colours invisible to the hunan eye, because we have no ner: 
fibres sensitive to them, but these are quite visible to tł: 
chemical eye of the photographic camera. The photograp: 
often reveals things which the human eye could never perceive. 
I need not point out the strong scientific confirmation we her 
have of the recorded facts of “spirit photography.” 


25, Dartmouth Park-hill, N. W. Errex M. Hyp. 


“ An Epidemic of Suicides.” 


Sır,—Such is the heading of your leading article in the 
issue of ‘‘ Licut,” November 11th, one which you remark has 
been used by other journalists, justified by an increased number 
of cases. Now, we could scarcely expect such an increase ci 
self-murders without expecting an increase in the number o! 
lunacy cases leading to incarceration, and such, again, is the 
case. In Ireland statistics have given an increase of four 
hundred and thirty-seven cases during the past year beyond tha: 
of the year before. Epidemic and suicide are two vey 
inaccurate terms ; the former is intimately associated with 
infectious diseases of bacterial origin, and which at present does 
not include insanity; the second term is grossly inaccurate 
and misleading, and it ought to be replaced by ‘ self-murder," 
self-murder being a generic term including three species—riz, 
murder by suggestion, felo-de-se, and suicide during temporary 
insanity. 

For seven years to the best of my abilities and opportunities 
I have carefully investigated this subject, and I can arrive at no 
other conclusion than the following :—Many self-murders and 
cases of lunacy are induced by certain members of the com: 
munity wilfully, and by a definite method known to science, 
whereby alertness is produced as a normal psychic faculty, and 
clairaudience is finally established ; and whilst the more evident 
voices lend to incarceration for delusion, the more nebulous 


suggestions. 

My opinion is that we have a thug community amongst us, 
who may be hired to remove obnoxious individuals. At all 
events this fact of community obsession and act must be recog- 
nised in all investigations of spirit phenomena, and in the treat- 
ment of mental diseases. I should like the views of some of 
your readers on this subject. Meanwhile I hope the five articles 
on the subject, published in the ‘‘ Provincial Medical Journal,” 
11, Adam-street, Strand, viz., July, August, September, 
October, and November, will serve as a warning of the murder 
community in our midst. 

J. Barker Smiru, L.R.C.P. (Lond.) 
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The Higher Ego, &o. 
gw—Twico before, in the columns of “Uiar,” I have 
ght an answer to a certain question, and failed ; yet bolieving 
sq answer to bo of vital importance to many besides myself, 1 
gold enough to try again. 

The question concerns the ‘Subliminal Consciousnoss,” or 

„Higher Ego” theory of tho source of phenomena. Tt is 
ylaitted by its believers that this *“ Highor Kyo” can and doos 
yee itself en rapport with tho lower porsonality. Why, 
jevfore, in the name of all that is reasonnble, doos it not ro- 
l itself in its own character, instoad of masquerading as 
„Benjamin Franklin,” “John Bunyan,” ‘* Imperator,” 
pst of other disincarnate entities ? 
Failing an explanation of this, one is forced to two con- 
gsis: either that tho distinguishing trait of the ‘ Higher 
jy" isan infinito capacity for lios and deception, or second, 
im, regarded as one of the ‘principles of man,” wo must 
imate the value of the Higher Kyo as the divine estimated 
voriginal sin.” “I think,” said he, “that we should be a great 
jal better without it.” “M. OP” 


and a 


A Correction. 


Se, —As a constant reader of your interesting paper I trust 
ja will, in fairness, permit me to call your attention to a mis- 
wtation of tho English Church Catechism which occurs in 
jar article on“ An Epidemic of Suicides ” in last week’s issue. 
You say the Church teaches contentment ‘‘ in that state of 
lie to which it has pleased God to call me.” 

I desiro particularly to point out that no such blind content- 
ant is anywhere encouraged in this unrivalled manual of 
ghios. What the Church does say in that part of tho Catechism 
w which you refer is that it is my duty “to learn and labour 
imly to get mine own living, and to do my duty in that state of 
ke unto which it shall please God to call me.”—Not ‘‘has 
peased," but ‘shall please,” words so constantly misquoted. 
The Church, by such teaching, far from encourages content- 
wnt with things as they are, for if we all laboured to get our 
‘om living instead of living on the labour of others, as many 
to, the whole face of society would be changed. 

I, therefore, maintain that a truer view of things (social) 
than this time-honoured answer of the Church Catechism would 
| te dificult to find. 

93, Gt. Percy-street, Lloyd-square, W.C. 


T. CAUDLE. 


[We gladly insert this correction, and wish very much that we 
could share the views of our correspondent with regard to 
the change.—-Ep. ‘‘ LronT.”] 


Idealism and Time. 


Sr, —Mr. Fawcett says (“ Liar,” November 18th) : ‘The 
mere view of Nature-philosophy as a moment in the Dialectic 
of the Idea does not at all bear” on the question of the rela- 
tin of time to consciousness. ‘‘ Logic,” he adds, ‘‘ for Hegel, 
toncerns the articulation of the Idea as ‘timeless prius’; 
Yature-philosophy the Idea as externalised in 
tke contingent ‘multiplicity of space and time.’” But surely 
te must see that this statement is defective in the very respect 
twat essential to tho point in question. Hegel’s system is 
tripartite. The *Logic” expounds the immanent dialectic of the 
Idea: Philosophy of Nature, as said, the Idea in its ‘‘ Other- 
tes,” But if this were all, it would not be apparent how the 
Nature-philosophy is to be conceived as ‘‘a momentin the 
Dislectic of the Idea,” for the dialectic would itself 
be incomplete. The third part of the system, the 
“Philosophy of Spirit,” which completes it, Mr. Fawcett 
jacks away in the “Logic,” and so leaves the latter in 
matoned contrast with the ‘‘ otherness ” of Nature. The Philo- 
‘ophy of Spirit negates the negation of the “otherness” of 
Nature and its temporality. It gives us the finished concep- 
tion of Absolute Idealism, that self-conscious Thought and 
absoluto Reality are one. It is the totality of ‘‘ the Notion,” in 
Which there is no ‘‘has been,” no history. Says Hegel himself : 
“It is only for the consciousness which is itself immediate that 
Nature forms tho commencement or immediacy, and that Mind 
“ears as what is mediated by Nature. The truth is that 
Nature is due to the stututing of Mind, and it is Mind itself 
hich gives itself a presupposition in Nature.” * This passage 
“on, I think, should dispose of “ temporal priority 
to consciousnoss,” as far as Hegel’s view is concerned. ‘ From 
Steet 


* Wallaco’s ‘‘ Logic of Hegel,” p. 326, 


LIGHT. 


| surrounded by her children, 
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tho standpoint of a world morged in time,” says Mr. Fawcett, 
such and such things ‘‘ precede” such and such other things. 
Undoubtedly ; give moa presupposition, and I shall not help- 
lossly beat the nir in disputing its obvious consequences, But 
what, or for what, isthe standpoint of a world merged in timo”? 
That is the question, However, it is to be understood that I 
am not now defending Hegelian Idealism (or my conception of 
it) as against Mr. Tawcctt’s own position, or Schelling’s, or 
any other; only my representation of it in relation to the 
question of time, if that representation is really impugned, 
C.C. M. 


Spirit- -Guides and Theseerhy) 

Sır, —Whilo to court criticism is perhaps ono of tho best 
modes of tosting tho validity of one’s own conceptions, to lay our 
opinions before the readers of “ Ligitr” is only justifiable when 
actuated by a sincere desire to attain a clear perception of tho 
alternatives involved in any discussion ; authoritative dictuims 
apart. To affirm the teachings of any school as carrying 
implicit authority in discussion, is mere dogmatism. No man 
can say he knows until conscious at-one-ment and reciproca- 
tion with his ultimate Reality of Being have been unfolded 
within him; through which alone is illumination by the Spirit of 
Truth attained. The nearer we may approach to that position the 
more will we hesitate probably, to say that anything ‘‘ is wrong.” 

If Mr. Green had given a little more attention to the letters 
he has replicd to he would have found that the descriptions 
of Kama-loca and of possible sources of ‘‘ controls" which 
have been discussed in this correspondence were not mine, but 
those quoted from Mrs. Besant by the ‘‘ Religio-Philosophical 
Journal,” and reproduced in ‘‘ Liaur ” of July 1st. 

It was clearly stated in the last letter he replied to that 
communion is between Ego and Ego ; between similar principles 
of Being in incarnato, and discarnate states, and that such com- 
munion is limited by the states of consciousness unfolded in 
the human recipient. Yet Mr. Green, in his reply, seeks to 
make this position into one of distinction as between Theosophy 
and Spiritualism. We must conclude that Mr. Green can 
hardly be a reader of ‘'Liaur” or he would have noticed 
that that position hes been discussed there, in other 
letters, as well as in tho one in which he ignores it. It 
was explained also in that letter, that if most spiritual com- 
munications are of astral character and origin, it is because 
their higher principles have not evolved in the recipients ; 
hence no higher note can be vibrated in them. Yet Mr, Green 
infers that this theory is rejected with contempt. But this 
view has also, I have noticed, appeared in other columns of 
“Liaat.” I do not think that Mr. Green seeks to make 
“points” by juggling, but it would certainly appear that he 
would have written differently had he been more familiar with 
“Liar” ; especially if he had read the article which originated 
this discussion, as also, I humbly claim, if he had read my letters 
with a little more attention. 

There is another curious point in this correspondence, which 
is, that Theosophy strongly condemns all mediumistic intercourse 
as damaging both to the mediums and to the controls. Yet 
Mr. Green seeks to show that Theosophy does admit that 
entities in tho soul plano may and do commune with the same 
principle incarnate in man (as well as the converse); and he will 
see, from extracts below, that, unwittingly, he has thereby been 
arguing in support of the position assumed by ‘ Liar” 
regard to the unsatisfactory definitions of ‘‘ guides,” 
originated this correspondence. 

I have turned up the passages Mr. Green refers to in tho 
‘*Key to Theosophy,” and ‘‘ Death and After,” and do not find 
that they can be construed into the interpretation he puts upon 
them as confirmatory of the possibility assumed by Spiritualists, 
and which he supports, that entities in the soul plane may 
commune, of their own accord, with the same principle of 
consciousness incarnate in human beings. 

The chapter in question bears the heading : ‘* Why Theoso- 
phists do not believe in the return of pure spirits.” That should 
be suflicient in itself, but if the Editor will allow, a few quota- 
tions would be of use hero. P.145 says: ‘Spiritualists are forced 
to give up the belief that a mother may communo with her 
children, unless they prefer truth to fiction, however consoling.” 
P. 146: “ The Ego of the mother is entirely separated from the 
vale of tears and is ignorant of all the woes itleft behind. It is 
convinced that it has never left the earth. The post-mortem 
consciousness of the mother will reprosent to her that sho lives 
The Ego is in absolute oblivion 


with 
which 
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of all thet gavo it pain on earth and even that pala of wotruw 
erint at all Ft exgtnine ofl thin by saying, p. A that "Every 
thingwihusion satelite of tornal troth”: atid pis that “aach 
oblivion oe halhiminatios neo only a merciful law of nature 
amt jistisu Poath aod After” asya; “When the Dovachania 
entity ia born into thie new èplhuro, it has pasna hoyond all re 
wall to marth. The etn tratied soul may risa to ir, but it cannet 
ho drawn tack ty ear world. This confirma the Thoosophio 
powtion tlefined by me and clearly contravenes Mr. Green's 
interpretation 

Now, while [value the pwanl of Thecsaphy, Deannet agros 
with thin ‘The seul stato is got illusion and hallucination, 
All esperienoe carries relation to the Ground of Boing ; the 
Reality , which, H not linvnedutely present, ia yet mediately 
present ; without whioh n- self-conseiousess, whether auljective 
to presentation, ot relation to objectivity, la possible. Tho aval- 

state being in moro inwliete relation with the ultimate Reality 
uf Boing. mast be more real than our experionces here, if auch a 
divise of Neality were prrmmible. But all experience ia rial aa 
it carrion implisit self refurence (thongh thle relation may be 
mealiate) te the Grouubeal Being. Further, if the «cul state in 
halluchsstiin as above defined, then equally es must the anal 
principle (in the abjective re-preeoutations of which Dovachan 
anaiss) bo lasun. Yot the hiyher-manas in juostiin ia «tated 
tw be one of the permanent principles emmatituting the higher 
tried of Being, Those two positiona are mutually s»lf-centra 
dictory. H Devachan is illusion, then no iv the related manage 
principle Mihu manasic principle is Real, then so are both it» 
saljectivte representations anıl ita experiences, viz., Dovachan. 

Mr. Green says that though the communion of tho 
discarnate wntity with the incarnate Ego ia real, and 
each is eoguimant of the other, yet the Devachani does 
net become oonscivas of the earthly environment of the 
inearnate entity with whom he commutes. 1 do not take 
that riw. If the discarnste noul entity communes with the 
incarnate <ul, it thereby comes in relation with ita surround- 
ings. throagh the circumferential principles of the incarnate 
wal, which as superior it interpenctrates. It sses more reality 
in these sarroundingsa than cin the incarnate soul, whose per- 
Cepticns are adjectival only; wha cannot cagnise the whole of 
the reality presented to perception. The higher principle must 
comtrel ite relatively inferior, ur external degree; while the 
fwlatively circumferential mode cannot compass or contro) or 
interpenctrate ita pirorimate transcendent. Hence also, the 
externa) personal will cannot cause his conaciousnens to vibrate 
in aniem with that of the Derachani. This i» the result of 
iamination fram within, as shown in a recent letter on Free 
Will ia " Lice " hy “ Pilgrim." 

Certainly Mr. Greena description uf the astral plano as pro- 
gremito, ia pre feraihile to tliat complained uf Ly the " telizio- 
Phkilæophisal Joarual ;” from which, aa ho haa not read jt, I will 
maka a fow extracts: “The lower part af the individual, the 
spirit intelligence which is clothed with the body of desire, i» 
what lingam upon the earth and communicates with spirits thet 
Pervina who have led anevil life 

gather around mediums, endeavouring to utilise them for 
ther osn gratificatirn. . . Every new angel-guide welcomed 
with raptare by Spiritualiata in enticed inte causea that will be 
productive of untold evils to the Ego that will be reborn ander 
the shadow of their offecta Every dance multiplies causes 
af misery, &t. 

An alternative siew tu thia han been presented by some of 
those “high intelligences” communicating from their own 
Planes of Being, and whe possibly may therefore kauw some- 
thing about it; though no doubt it woall not be allowed to 
infer that they inay know ture abet their own states than we 
do, They hate stated that while it is true that muny of the 
apirits who aptear, ot Communicate at nCances, aro undeveloped 
entities, or may have led an evil life when berc, thoy are allowed 
to rome to wh acances ander honeficent guidance and dizectivn, 
in order ta regain the recollections of their earth livea, which 
they hal Jost, and ar a first neceanary step for their aulmequent 
progress, 

Hf this be correct, then the unfortunate mediums may “alen 
serve” in a mode they know not of, among those * who only 
stand and wait.” 

In any case, 1 am inclined to believe that the Universe is 
net no constituted that its progress depends on the contributive 
consent or refusal of the external personality, however impor- 
tant this may imagins ita re to be, The seed : 
delioste shoot through the action of the son, The 
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Mr. Mycrs’s Lecture and Mp M hl 
# T ie a 
th, —T wo daya after Mr, Myers [a tae ' 
Hooloty fur Paychical esearch f called np reag 
sho gavo we her view of what he had Pr ii i A rary tng 


misuntlerstosl him, snd I, of course, oz nen nes gy 
given hiim pain. Isat I muat ramark 4 Tezer t tig 
no crime, bat, in the view of runt folka attei Ye x 
General Gordon haid that there way is. A Rm, rie, “os 
phenomena were das t the Npirita of tho å aa tha, * en 
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view, and we have erected an Avenna in ry hajg ‘Bing 
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emerging from a kluwer, but a bad s ka 
an earlier good one. A third G ae hon 
pretty verses on St. Paul's visit to the a: k =~ 
and his discerning of spirits. The fonrth da. PFa h 
the shadowy forms that visit the mystic is tris. 
“ objectifications of hysterical attacks.” The fih Cliver, T 
that automatic handwriting comes from the hth re i 
the brain. The aizth day upsets all thia, fep ; hay 

“multiplex personality” and the three Léonien,, Pa a 
can have three halves to his brain. When a wr New, Do sep 


T must point out, too, that even when Mr. yers diea iere 
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that he believesin Mr. Stainton Morea and q 
does not leave us quite without puzzle, Ninete 

he met that gentleman for the firat time. In the op Jeary a, 
of the Society of Paychical Research for Deceta be din` 
has recorded that this meeting waa * epoth-imakiy, ms lite’, 
Mr. Moses “inspired a belief which was at one © Eai 
and which is still sufficieut to prompt an action.” me 
is categorically atated to be :— bias 
1. The existence in the human spirit of hi 

insight and communication. i idden power £ 
» The personal survival and near presence of the de 
. Interference due to unknuwn agencies with the u 

world. ponli 

Now, those worda are a little vague, but if we bear ia mind 
that the ‘ mcar presence of the departed” was proved to y, 
Moses by automatic writing and by the “ interference with r 
ponderable world,” it would certainly seein that from this due 
Mr. Myers has persistently held that these phenomena were Zsa 
to spirita. This wasemphatically the gospel of Mr. Mosa, uni 
if Mr. Mycrs rejected it, I do not quite see how his meeizg 
with Mr. Moses cvald have proved * epoch-making.” 

Bat on January 26th, 1857, Mr. Myers read a paper dealizg 
with the remarkable autvinatic writing of Mr. F. N. Schiller, 3 
undergraduate of Oxford. Many “soi-disant spirits” are recorded 
to have written, in many languages and many hand-«ritinx 
votua © wairrot fashion.” One wrote a verze commencing :— 

** Carles le reia mostre emperere.” 

Tt turned out to be a verse from the “Chanson de Roland,” 

written in old French, of which Mr. Schiller knew nothitc 


to 
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og hen it is suggested that some forgotten magazine article 
“have beon stored somewhore :n his brain. Another 
oh Lekendranath,asked if ho was a Mussulman,answered :— 
$ “Hindi apka hai.” 

yr, Myers says the man wasa gipsy, and ho translates a bit 
sbi sentence as “I am yours.” T think tho full importanco 
“she communication has been missed, Lokendranath is the 
abrit for ‘Lord of the Heavens of Indra”; and if  jat” 
,ysabstituted for “ap” the answer makos sense :— 

“He is of the Hindvo’s creed.” 

fat the paper is pure materialism from the first to the last. 
pmwing the theories of avowed materialists, Mr. Myors 
ganpts to show that automatic writing comes from within 
pe medium, not from without :— 

v All this, of course is to the last degroo childish if looked 
anasa mere amusement, to tho last degrec lamentable 
{joked upon as indicating the kind of occupations reserved 
zrourselves after quitting the body.” 

Jast so. But if it be ‘‘lamentable” in one spirit trying to 
sore prolonged existence after death to a B.A. of Oxford, why 
duld the same effort be ‘*epoch-making” in the case of an 
YA. of Oxford? Of course Mr. Myers may reply that it is 
pasible for him to believe in Mr. Moses’s eschatology and Mr. 
Yeees's physical phenomena without believing in ‘‘ Imperator.” 
Rit surely this plea, if adopted, would condone my unhappy 
gisake. ARTHUR LILLIE. 
Mr, Lillie’s letter is not an answer to the accusation that he 
` bad misunderstood, and, therefore, misrepresented Mr. 
Myers. There was a categorical assertion which has 
received a categorical answer; and that answer has not 
been controverted by Mr. Lillie—Ep. ‘‘ Lieut,” ] 


“Spirit Shorthand.” 


SR, —The letter written by Mrs. Everest Boole, which you 
tre published under the above title, has called forth my 
supathy and given me the desire to corroborate much that she 
tus so kindly endeavoured to explain, for I have, in my work as 
iuedium, passed through, and that with much suffering of the 
siit, a similar experience to tho one she mentions in the 
teginning of her letter. 

Inthe case of both the lady and the gentlemau concerned, I 
maquite ignorant of the events of their earth-life, and certainly 
respected both. We had at the time a united desire to forward 
tte cause of ‘‘Light from the Spirit-world,”’and I regretted deeply 
the most unexpected ‘‘rift within the workers’ lute” which 
«curred. I take this opportunity of expressing my opinion 
tut true lovingkindness should always be extended towards 
these who are the instruments of knowledge, of whatever kind, 
fm the different spheres of thought in the spirit-world, and all 
ekers should accept with an open mind information that may 
xem detrimental on this plane, and patiently wait for a 
further explanation, being sure that, if we meet together with 
mearnest spirit of seeking after the Divine within and around 
us, we shall in time be vouchsafed “the truth, the whole truth, 
md nothing but the truth.” A teaching has been given to 
myself that some spirits, now dwelling in mortal bodies, are 
kere to expiate on earth, by ‘‘ patient continuance in well-doing,” 
and a steadfast conquest over the lower self, a former existence 
not acceptable ‘tin God’s most holy sight.” Recalling Jude vi. 
I accepted this, as conveyed in writing, with a very humbling 
teaching to myself, for certainly, since I became a medium, I 
do feel as if I had great powers within my being of the existence 
of which I was formerly quite ignorant, such powers as could be 
easily used for selfish purposes were they not daily consecrated 
and guided by earnest prayer and constant effort of will. 

Although no believer in the doctrine of Re-incarnation, as 
st forth by Theosophists, I accepted the statement, and 
mentally said ; “Then let me gratefully undo the past now, and 
return to the state from which I fell.” To be the instrument 
to convey such teaching to others is, of course, a very trying 
usk. But my spirit guide assures me ‘‘it must be done,” 
for the loving and consoling work must also be mingled with the 
dificult and humbling, seeing that “the powers that be” are 
indained of a justand faithful God. It may interest Mrs. Boole 
(whom Ihave only yet the pleasure of knowing slightly),as well 
às others, that the knowledge of this “spirit shorthand ” is 
tatainly being developed where unwearying patience greets its 
hestowal, I have myself been the recipient of the same for now 
tighteen months, and this regularly every day, and am only 
now beginning to understand the symbols separately. A small 
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sign ofton signifies a long sentence, and a short word of two or 
three letters conveys a train of ideas quite unknown to myself, 
I believe it has also a dual interpretation corresponding to the 
two planos of existence. T consider it important evidence, on 
the rcientific side, of a separate intelligence to any conscious- 
ness of my own, and the truths conveyed to iny mind thereby 
aro most interesting, 

Referring to the letter, close of Mrs. Boole’s I must certainly 
accept her wisdom, which is doubtless gained by an experienco 
of many years in many fields of thought ; though, to be true to 
my own nature, and in gratitude for all that I have received 
from spirit realms, I should rather say, Persevere lovingly and 
zealously, and another opportunity will assuredly be given by 
communicating spirits to explain what has caused so much 
suffering to those concerned, and to prove that in this, as in all 
our Father's ways, ‘‘ Every dark cloud has its silver lining.” 

NOWELI. 

P.S.—" Nowell” will be happy to show this beautiful spirit. 

shorthand to anyone desirous of enquiring into its development. 
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Transmigration. 


Sır, —Allow me, in reply to ‘' Inquirer,” to offer proof posi- 
tive that he is in error when he says that ‘‘ Re-incarnationists 
persistently ignore the primary Indian doctrine of transmigra- 
tion through the bodies of ‘inferior’ animals.” The proofs 
shall be drawn from writings of the genesis of which I 
myself am cognisant, and of the authority of which I have no 
manner of doubt. But be this as it may, they will suflice for 
the present purpose. 

Thus, in Lecture II., paragraphs 15-18 of the ‘‘ Perfect 
Way,” itis said that, when once generated, — 


“The soul passes from one form to another until, in its highest 
stage, it polarises sufticiently to receive the spirit. It is in all 
organised things. Nothing of an organic nature exists without 
a soul. It is the individual and perishes finally if uninformed 
of the spirit. 

‘(In the metallic region soul is diffused and unpolarised.” 
[Its substance is there, but not as soul.] ‘The metals, therefore, 
are not individual ; and not being individual, their transmuta- 
tion does not involve transmigration. But the plants and 
animals are individual, and their essential element transmigrates 
and progresses. And man has also a divine spirit ; and so long as 
he is man—that is, truly human—he cannot redescend into the 
body of an animal or of any creature in the sphere beneath him, 
since that would be an indignity to the spirit. But if he lose 
his spirit, and become again an animal, he may descend and— 
disintegrating —become altogether gross and horrible. This is 
the end of persistently evil men. For God is not the creator 
of evil things ; but ‘ Beelzebub’ (impurity) is their God. . 
Man’s own wickedness is the creator of his evil beasts.” 

Again. In the ‘‘ Hymn to the Planet-God,” Iacchos, which 
represents the recovery through intuitional recollection of one 
of the ancient Egyptian rituals from which the Bible writers 
derived both their doctrine and their diction, and which is given 
both in the book above named and in its companion book, 
“ Clothed with the Sun,” we read of the animals sculptured on 
the temples of Exypt—“‘ the lynx, and the lion, and the bull ; 
the ibis and the serpent, the scorpion and every flying thing” :-— 

“ All these are of thy kingdom ; they are the chambers of 
ordeal, and the houses of the initiation of the soul. 


“ For the soul passeth from form to form ; and the mansions 
of her pilgrimage are manifold. 


“Thou callest her from the deep,and from the secret places 
of the earth ; from the dust of the ground, and from the herb 
of the field. 


“ Thou coverest her nakedness with an apron of fig-leaves ; 
thou clothest her with the skins of beasts, 

“Thou art from of old, O soul of man; yea thou art from tho 
everlasting. 

t‘ Thou puttest off thy bodies asraiment : the wind rendeth 


and scattereth them ; and the place of them shall no more be 
known. 


“ For the wind is the Spirit of God in man, which bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it shall go. 


“ Even so is the spirit of man, which cometh from afar offand 
tarrieth not, but passeth away toa place thou knowest not.” 

Yet one more citation which, like the foregoing, is from 
an instruction given expressly for the restoration to the world 
of tue true doctrine of existence known to the ancients, to 
form part of a ‘‘ New Gospel of Interpretation.” It is included 
in ‘Dreams and Dream-Stories” and its imparter came in the 
character of the famous Magian of the first century, Apollonius 
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of Tyana, between whom and the rocipient the following 


dialogue was held : — ; 
t Thore are,” said Apollonius, ‘two streams or peste T 
upward and a downw ird one, by which souls aro so sd 
yassing and repassing as on A ladilar. The carnivorous i als 
are souls yngderguing ponance hy being impriaaied lor a gi n 
sach forna on account of their musdovds, Havo you not hoart 
> story af my liona t” . 
as THR PN Ves, bar I dit not understand it, ven I 
thought it impossible for a human soul to sutfer the degradation 
af retitening inte the body of a lower creature aftur once attain- 
jug humanity.” 
At this he laughed out and said: € 
but by incurring the need of the penance, that tho soul is 
degraded The man who salties his humanity by cruelty or lust 
is alrealy degraded thereby below humanity ; and the form 
which his soul afterwards assumes is the more natural conse- 
quence of that degradation. He may again recover lenean; 
but valy by means of passing through another form than 
that of the varnivera, When it is said that certain creatures 
are Tedeemable er not redeemable, the meaning 1s this : 
They who are redeemable may, on leaving their present 
ors, return directly into humanity. Their penance 18 accom- 
dished in that form, and in it, therefore, they are redeemed. 
Bat they who are nor redeemable are they whose sin has been 
tvo deep or too ingrained to suffer them to return until they 
bave passed through other lowerforms. They are not redeem- 
able therein, but will be on ascending again. Others altogether 
vile and past redemption, sink continually lower and lower down 
the stream until at length they burn out. They shall neither be 
redeemed in the form they now occupy, nor in any other.” 


“It is not by the penance, 


These citations will, I trust, suffice to satisfy “ lnyuirer,” 
that whatever may be the practice of those who claim to repre- 
sent the Eastern Theosophy on this subject, the Western Thoo- 
sophy undoubtedly comprises the tenet of “transmigration 
through the bodies of inferior animals.” And the two systems 
themselves really agree. Evwarv MAITLAND. 


MR. E. W. WALLIS. 


Qe Tueslay evening, the 14th inst., at Morse’s Library and 
Reading Rooms, 26, Osnaburgh-street, Regent’s Park, there 
was a gathering of members and friends to meet Mr. E. W. 
Wallis, who was announced to give a trance address, Mr. J. J. 
More being in the chair. The chairman expressed the 
pleasure with which London Spiritualists greeted Mr. Wallis on 
his visit to the Metropolis, as on old and tried worker in the 
cause, anda worthy representative of the hearty and vigorous 
Spiritualism of the Northern counties. On the vote of the 
meeting it was decided that Mr. Wallis's guides should be asked 
to reply to questions instead of delivering a set address, and 
this was acceded to. It may be interesting to quote one or 
two of the questions and some of the statements made in the 
lengthy and eloquent replies. A person present inquired as 
to the awakening of the spirit in the next life. The lecturer, 
in reply, stated that the resumption of consciousness was 
somewhat akin to awaking after sleep; but the circumstances 
differed considerably. In some instances the spirit might lie 
dormant for hours, days, or weeks after the change ; in other 
eases it could hardly be stid that the cessation of consciousness 
lasted an instant; the transition from waking life on one plane to 
waking life ou the other was over inta moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye.” Tho old academic idea that if man is to live to 
all eternity he must have lived from all eternity, was also 
mooted for the consideration of the lecturer, who ably disposed 
of the question, in a way that we cannot do justice to here, 
further than by rewnarking that the lecturer showed that 
while matter and consciouness may have been, and doubt- 
less were, from all eternity, the grade of consciousness repre- 
sented by man did not necessarily call for a retrospective 


eternity as well as a prospective one, so to express 
it, A third question dealt with the possibility of 
spirits being morally developed without a corresponding 


ntellectual unfoldment. Tho lecturer said that this would be a 
lopsided development which would wholly preclude such spirits 
being accurately referred to, in the phrase of the querist, as 
“lofty or ‘angelic "’ existences. Progress, whether in this 
life or the next, demanded an all-round development of the 
faculties. There could be no true moral evolution without a 
corresponding intellectual one, since if a man's moral impulse 
told him to do right his cultivated intelligence would toll him 
what was right. The question was very fully and competently 
dealt with, and the manly appeal to all present to seo that 
physical, mental, and moral development was alike studied was 
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indieative of the healthy tone of much of the Spirit, 
teaching of to-day, since it isa keynote that is touched n lin 
quarters where the voice of the trance-spe: An 


sker is he: be 
Mr. Wallis, on r Ha hoard. 4 


egaining his normal state, refe 

=. i - ° a 2, referred 
work in the Midlands and the North, aud expressed his w- tù 
the friendliness with which he had been received. He“ 


: : tD f 
sume interesting reminisconces of his life in the earlier 1 ean 
the movement, ' 
The chairman then called upon Mr. J. Lamont, of Liv, 
the well-known and veteran Spiritualist, who address)! 
meeting with evident emotion, and dealt with some of hj, Ès 
experiences, The meeting then resolved itself into a == 
gathering, and a pleasant time was spont in converse w thee 
Spiritualists present, jucluding Miss Rowan Vincent, 


Cole, Mr, Sutton, and the speakers already mentioned.— py g 
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SOCIETY WORK. 

Serpircan Harr, 86, Hicu-sTrerr, MARYLEEONE, W 
Dr. W. T. Reynolds (from Stratford), although suffering fron ~ 
severe cold, interested us greatly by his remarks on Sunday | * 
He will be with us again next Sunday, when we sincerely pp” 
he will have recovered his usual health, and that the wey" 
will not affect the attendance as was the case on this ocus 
—L.H. 

14, ORCHARD-ROAD, ASKEW-ROAD, SHZPHERD'S Busu, W 
On Sunday Mr. Stewart Clark delivered a very able insyin, 
tional discourse upon Re-inearnation. Free healing was ny 
given at the close of the discourse with great success. We huya 
to have Mr. Clark with us again soon. Sunday next, at T pa 
open circle, with organ recitals ; inquirers welcomed. Tuesday 
at 3 p.m., séance, Mrs. Mason.—J. H. B., Hon. Sec. i 

THE STRATFORD Society oF SPIRITUALISTS, Wokrksuy, 
Harr, West HAM-LANE, STRATFORD, E.—Meetings free, eve; 
Sunday at 7 o'clock. Speaker for Sunday next, Mr. W. ġ 
Drake. The half-yearly meeting of the members of the sociam 
will be held on Sunday next, November 26th, after 
service. The committee also announce that a tea meet! 
and musical entertainment will be held at the Hall on Monday, 
November 27th. Tickets for tea and concert, 9d. each : concer, 
only, 6d. each. Tea at 6.30 p.m. ; concert at 3 p.m. Frieri 
are requested to render all the support and assistance they can 
as we intend to devote the whole of the profits to the funds 
West Ham Hospital. Tickets can be obtained of th: 
members, and of J. Rainbow, Hon. Sec., 1 Winifred-rosd, 
Manor Park, Essex. 

Finsspury Park CONGREGATIONAL Cueres.—On Tuesday 
evening last, Mr. B. S. Hurman opened a discussion cn 
‘t Spiritualism — Ancient and Modern,” before the members ci 
the Finsbury Park Congregational Church Mutual Improvemer: 
Association, in the lecture hall adjoining the church, Palmerston. 
road, Seven Sisters-road. Mr. Hurman brietly quoted from the 
Scripture witk the view of identifying the idolatrous practices of 
the ancients with the modern adoption of hypnotism, telepathy, 
Spiritualism, and kindred subjects ; his contention being thi 
these practices were evil and forbidden, and without sanction 
in the Bible. In the course of an animated discussion several 
speakers expressed their dissent from Mr. Hurman’s conclusions, 
and argued that the Bible was full of Spiritualism from begin. 
ning to end, while the exercise of spiritual gifts was strongly 
enjoined as an evidence of faith. Mr.§) Stead's action in 
calling attention to these subjects was also defended, and a 
general feeling expressed that a more extended knowledge 
should be obtained before arriving at a pronounced opinion 
thereon. 

THE SPIRITUALISTS’ [INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDING Society. 
-~Information and assistance given to inquirers into Spiritualism. 
Literature on the subject and List of members will be sent on 
receipt of stamped envelope by any of the following International 
Committee :—America, Mrs. M. R. Palmer.3101, North Broad- 
street, Philadelphia; Australia, Mr. H.Junor Brown, ‘*TheGrind 
Hotel,” Melbourne ; France, P. G. Leymarie, 1. Rue 
Chabanais, Paris; Germany, E. Schlochauer, 1, Monbijou-place, 
Berlin, N. ; Holland, F.W. H. Van Straaten, Apeldoorn, Middeliam, 
O82: India, Mr. T. Hatton, State Cotron Mills, Baroda; 
New Zealand, Mr. Graham, Huntley, Waikato; Norway, B. 
Torestonson, Advocate, Christiania ; Russia, Etienne Geispitz, 
Grande Belozerski, No. 7, Lod. 6, St. Petersburg ; England. J. 
Allen, Hon. See.. 13, Berkley-terrace, White Post-lane, Manor 
Park, Essex ; or, W. C. Robson, French correspondent. 166, Rye 
Hill, Newcastle-on-Tyne.—The Manor Park branch will hold the 
following meetings at 13, Berkley-terrace, White Post-lane, 
Manor Park:—Sundays, 11 a.m., for inquirers and students,and 
the last Sunday in each month, at 7 p.m.,reception for inquirer. 
Also each Friday, at 9 p.m., prompt, for Spiritualists only, the 
study of Spiritualism, And at 1, Winifred-road, Manor Park. 
the first Sunday in each month, at 7 p.m., reception for iw 
quirers. Also each Tuesday, at 7.350 p.m., inquirers’ meet- 
ing.—J. A. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


H F.T.S.” and Newron Crostanp. — Unavoidably postponed 
until next week. 
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